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Abstract:

One of the central themes of Awadh Punch was its opposition to Sir Syed Ahmad Khan and his
reformist ideology. Sir Syed faced multiple criticisms throughout his life. He was at times
labeled a ""Naturei" (a reference to his rationalist and modernist tendencies), an agent of the
British, and even accused of heresy (kufr) by some orthodox religious circles. After the Indian
Rebellion of 1857, Sir Syed shifted his focus toward improving the political, educational, and
economic conditions of Muslims in British India. In this pursuit, he saw it prudent to establish
cordial relations with the British, which he considered essential for the progress of Indian
Muslims. One of his major initiatives was the founding of the journal "Tehzeeb-ul-Akhlaq™,
which published religious, literary, intellectual, and reformist content. To support these reform
efforts, Sir Syed sought public donations and launched educational initiatives, which
eventually crystallized into what is known as the Aligarh Movement. From its inception,
Awadh Punch writers were vocal critics of Sir Syed and his movement.

Keywords: Awadh Punch, multiple criticisms, religious circles, Tehzeeb-ul-Akhlag, Aligarh

Movement, ideological positions, Muslim values
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