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Abstract:

Qazi Abdul Wadood holds a significant place in the history of Urdu research and
criticism due to his meticulous methodology, critical insight, and unwavering
commitment to scholarly integrity. His contributions reshaped the tradition of Urdu
textual scholarship, moving it away from mere repetition of narratives toward a more
rigorous, evidence-based, and analytical approach. Through works such as Ishtar-o-
Soozan and Muhammad Husain Azad ba-hasiyat Muhqgiq, Abdul Wadood
demonstrated a unique balance between strict textual scrutiny and fair evaluation of
literary contributions. His method of examining primary sources, cross-checking
historical references, and exposing textual inaccuracies set new standards for Urdu
research. Unlike many of his contemporaries, he emphasized the importance of
accuracy in references, authenticity of manuscripts, and linguistic clarity. He also
highlighted the necessity of acknowledging both the strengths and weaknesses of past
writers, ensuring a balanced view rather than blind admiration or harsh dismissal.
Keywords: Qazi Abdul Wadood, meticulous methodology, critical insight, evidence-
based, Muhammad Husain Azad, textual inaccuracies
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