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Abstract:

Love is a universal and cosmic emotion that has inevitably brought its opposite
“rivalry” into the world. The word rivalry originates from “RAQQEEB”in Persian, it
means “the enemy of love”, in Arabic, it means “a guardian”; and in Urdu, it refers to
the rivalry or mutual envy between two lovers for the same beloved. The
“RAQQEEB”is a central and controversial figure in the classical Urdu Ghazal. Within
its traditional triangular structure (lover, beloved, rival), the rageeb is indispensable.
Without the rival, the system of love appears colorless and insipidjust as the world’s
order would seem dull without the existence of Satan.A study of the classical tradition,
from Wali Dakhni to Dagh Dehlvi, reveals the multidimensional role of the
“RAQQEEB”Classical poets gave this figure remarkable strength, portraying the
intensity and fervor of the rival’s emotions through metaphors, similes, and diverse
literary devices.They also addressed the“RAQQEEB”by many other names, such as
moralist, messenger, preacher, hypocritical ascetic, and even lustful elder.

Keywords: cosmic emotion, the enemy of love, controversial figure, classical
tradition, figure remarkable, hypocritical ascetic, lustful elder
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