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Abstract: Nasir Baghdadi's short story “Adha Gunah Adhi Ibadat”
is a psychoanalytic study of religious hypocrisy centered on Hafiz
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function as reaction formation, masking a repressed fascination he
cannot acknowledge. Rather than avoiding the “sin” next door, he
obsessively monitors Akhtari's clients through his disciples,
projecting his own suppressed preoccupation onto her as “satanic
interference” in his devotion. Secondary figures reveal this
hypocrisy further: Mukhtar, one such client, self-medicates
through alcohol and Akhtari after being betrayed by his own
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beloved, while Dino, a taxi driver secretly in love with Akhtari, is
humiliated when he proposes marriage yet compulsively returns,
illustrating repetition compulsion.

Key words: Psychoanalytic criticism ,repression,
voyeurism, religious hypocrisy, repetition compulsion,
superego
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