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Mahatma Gandhi, Manto and Svaraaj kay leye
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Abstract:

Mister Gandhi described his theory regarding “Svaraaj” (means self -rule) in his book “Hind Svaraaj” published in 1909.
After that the book had been translated in English named “Indian Home Rule”. Saadat Hassan Manto discussed the same
theory of freedom from aliens in his afsana “Svaraaj kay leye”. Manto’s political views are clearly mentioned in the afsana.
This story based on true news of a newspaper of that time. In “Svaraaj kay leye” , probably, the longest short story of Mato,
he has discussed not only political, economic , social, cultural but also psychological issues of Indians after the massacre of
Jallianwala Bagh” and Gandhi’s rigid attitude towards youngsters life. The afsana can be called an autobiographical story of

Manto.
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issues, Manto s life events.
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1. ¥%g¥/v7 = (Pronunciation: swaraaj.)

Ut » L1 v sl eps)
Meaning: Administration of self" or "democracy” or “home- rule” This word has two
parts:
1.3 (Sva) = ( 3~) Self (this is a prefix in Hindi language)
(_JJ!I;JLL?JZJUTJ/,JJ:}*)
|. ¥ (Sva) means SUHT (L L A3)
Il. XIS (raaj ) = Rule

Examples: W (Svadesh — Motherland), T9d (Svatantr — Self-governing), T
(Svaarth — Self-interest 1

2 IR = (Pronunciation: sauraaj) meaning: Total freedom.
3. TR = (Pronunciation: soraaj) meaning: Total freedom from alien
rule.
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The root meaning of swaraj is self-rule. Swaraj may be rendered as disciplined rule
from within. ‘Independence’ has no such limitation. Independence may mean licence
to do as you like. Swaraj is positive. Independence is negative. The word ‘Swaraj’ is a
sacred word, a Vedic word meaning self-rule and self-restraint and not freedom from
all restraints which independence often means-
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Passive resistance is an all-sided sword, it can be used anyhow; it blesses him who
uses it and him against whom it is used. Without drawing a drop of blood it produces
far-reaching results. It never rusts and cannot be stolen. Competition between passive
resisters does not exhaust. The sword of passive resistance does not require a
scabbard. It is strange indeed that you should consider such a weapon to be a weapon
merely of the weak. (Chapter 17)
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"Infect Gandhi gave priority to the individual as a self-conscious agent and refused to
accept group. He declared that “swaraj of people means the sum total of the swaraj of
individuals” Government over the self is the truest swaraj, it is synonymous with

moksha or salvation.”8
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https://rafeeqemanzil.com/?p=3246
https://www.mkgandhi.org/hindswaraj/chap17_passiveresistance.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SFxoaGELNPk&t=5s

