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Abstract:

Bano Qudsia (1928-2017) is often read as the most traditional of the Urdu women
novelists who migrated to Pakistan in 1947. Recent feminist criticism has gone further and
described her fiction as an endorsement of patriarchal values. This paper argues that such
readings, though not without basis, overlook two things: the narrative structure of her
major novels, which are told largely through male narrators, and the recurring presence of
migration in them. Taking migration as a gendered experience, the paper reads the female
characters of three novels, Shehr-e-Bemisal, Raja Gidh and Haasil Ghaat. It draws on Saba
Mahmood's notion of agency, Deniz Kandiyoti's "bargaining with patriarchy" and Gérard
Genette's distinction between "who speaks™ and "who sees", and proposes the working term
"counter-context” (zidd-e-siyaq) for texts that are aware of feminist claims but answer them

in opposition.

Key words: Bano Qudsia, Urdu novel, feminist criticism, migration, Partition,
agency, narrator, Raja Gidh, Haasil Ghaat, Shehr-e-Bemisal
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